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Family Promise, a member of the Bozeman Continuum of Care, provides 
shelter and comprehensive supportive services to families currently with- 
out any housing. It worked with 13 families during 2008, 10 of which 

ISSUE: Homeless and Homeless Prevention were local, to secure permanent housing, gain employment and find a 
higher level of self-sufficiency. 

The Bozeman Continuum of Care was formed in 2007 to discuss commu- 
nity issues as they relate to our homeless populations. Topics include af- HRDC, a member of the Bozeman Continuum of Care, has worked 

fordable housing, single adult homeless persons falling through the "safety within this network to restructure its Emergency Rental Assistance Pro- 

nets," veterans as homeless, teen hunger and teen housing, parolee hous- gram into a more comprehensive approach to housing and family stabil- 

ing, domestic violence, mental illness, family hunger, and the cost of drug ity, thereby preventing homelessness in the first place. The new program 

prescriptions. The Continuum has begun tracking available services and couples case management with tiered rental assistance and transitional 

identifying the biggest gaps. housing approaches. The restructured program is a partnership among 
area service providers and uses a holistic approach to addressing a fam- 

e The Bszeman Continuum of Care meets monthly with its network of pro- ily's needs. The Cost to some communities to care for homeless families 
viders, the faith community and community members interested in how can be as much as $40,000 annually. The estimated cost of ~ r o v i d i n ~  
our homeless populations might be served and to help prioritize and target services to one household with this new program is $2,000-$3,000. 
available resources for the most impact. 

Other Continuum of Care partners are making exciting advances. 
Paul Thomas, a member of the Bozeman Continuum of Care, founded HIS Greater Gallatin United Way, the Gilhousen Family ~oundation, the 
 sou^ Mobile SOUD Kitchen. ~e Drovides meals to our homeless and tran- Gallatin Mental Health Center and others are providing resources to ad- 
sien't populations.' Paul will shoily launch HIS SOUP Rescue Mission, dress more of the gaps including a drop-in day center and transitional 
(near K Mart) providing meals, laundry services, showers, limited over- housing units for our homeless or potentially homeless populatio~is fac- 
night beds andguidance to those who are struggling. In addition, the Sal- ing mental health issues. 
vation Army and area churches sometimes pay for hotel stays. > 

By: Carol Townsend, Greater Gallatin United Wa)- and Heather Grenier, MRDC 
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